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NOTES. 

To the Editor of the Philosophical Review : — 

Dear Sir, — The news of George Croom Robertson's death reaches me 
in this distant place ; and, not knowing what obituary or other notices of 
my friend may have appeared or be in process of appearing, I feel impelled 
to send you two lines to express my sense of the worth of the life which is 
gone. Edel sei der Mensch, hiilfreich und gut, says the poet ; and Croom 
Robertson might have been the model for the description. Whom did he 
not help whom he could help, — even when most needing help himself ? I, 
for one, can never forget what I owe to his encouragement and indefati- 
gable kindliness many years ago, in an otherwise dark London winter. For 
ten years he fought a losing battle against an intensely painful disease, yet 
never put on a plaintive tone, nor spoke tragically (however he may have 
felt) about the ruin of his professional career. With his convictions, his 
scholarship, and his energy, he would surely have influenced his generation 
in other ways than by editing Mind, had strength been left him. As it 
was, he clung to that drudgery almost to the end ; and those fourteen 
admirably edited volumes are now, inadequately enough, almost his only 
monument. The perfume which his manliness leaves is, however, his 
truer monument. He was magnanimous; and his life forces on one the 
trust that " defeats " of which such good spirits as his can be elements are 
not in their ultimate significance as evil as to our phenomenal vision they 
seem to be. 

William James. 
Pallanza, Italy, October i, 1892. 
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THE AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The second meeting of the American Psychological Association was 
held at Philadelphia, on the invitation of the University of Pennsylvania, 
Dec. 27 and 28, 1892. The intended three sessions were increased to four, 
in view of the number of contributions sent in. At the first, four papers 
were read : Errors of Observation in Physics and Psychology, by Prof. 
J. McK. Cattell ; Certain Phenomena of Rotation, by Dr. H. Nichols ; 
Tactile Estimates of Thickness, by Prof. E. Pace ; and Some Experiments 
upon the ^Esthetics of Visual Form, by Prof. L. Witmer. Prof. Fullerton, 
who was associated with Prof. Cattell in the investigation of the Perception 
of Small Differences, to which the latter's communication had reference, 
spoke at some length upon its results. Prof. Witmer's remarks, which 
were continued at the opening of the second session, called forth a dis- 
cussion. The remaining papers read on this day were : Experimental 
Psychology at the World' 's Fair, by Prof. J. Jastrow ; History and 
Prospects of Experimental Psychology in America, by Pres. G. S. Hall. 

On the morning of the 28th, the order was : Note upon the Controversy 
Regarding the Relation of the Intensity of the Stimulus to the Reaction- 
time, by Prof. W. M. Bryan ; Minor Studies at the Psychological Labora- 
tory of Clark University, by Dr. E. C. Sanford ; Experimental Psychology 
at Cambridge, by Prof. Miinsterberg ; and Preliminary Notes upon 
Psychological Tests in the Schools of Springfield, Mass., by Prof. W. M. 
Bryan. Dr. Miinsterberg's views of the aims and methods of the new 
Psychology were criticised by Prof. Cattell. 

At the last sitting, there were presented : Experiments upon Pain, by 
Dr. H. Nichols ; Demonstration of Apparatus, etc., by Dr. E. C. Sanford ; 
Psychology and Anthropology, by Prof. Chamberlain ; On Causation, by 
Dr. Aikens ; A new Instrument for the Control of Chronometrical Ex- 
periments, and Investigations of the Reaction-times of Various Classes of 
Persons, by Prof. L. Witmer. 

The meetings were presided over by Pres. G. S. Hall. If this fact en- 
sured their success from the point of view of scientific work, the generous 
hospitality of city and university did no less on the social side. This year 
the association will come together in New York, under the auspices of the 
Columbia University, with Prof. Ladd as chairman. 

E. B. TlTCHENER. 
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